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FRIENDS




Ideological representation of the logo:

-Flying seagulls give a sense of freedom and solidarity

-The yellow and orange sun signifies the lapse of time from dawn to sunset

-The light blue background represents the clear sky (free of any obstacle: clouds, fog,                             

   etc.)

FRIENDS

Associazione Onlus

(Its 3 main services)
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  FRIENDLY PHONE NUMBER                          TOGETHER IN THE WORLD
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It supplies help at home 24 hours a day

  Aims at promoting: 

Someone will:





  -studies and experimental events

- take you to the  post office, bank, doctor’s office    on literary, scientific,  artistic,

- do your daily shopping 




   sports and cultural topics

- fetch your medicines from the drugstore

  -annual exhibitions on various

- pay your bills





   cultural aspects

- come to your help in case of car’s failure

  -twin-links with youngsters and 

- provide emergency help, even on holidays, of
   families living in Italy and 

  plumbers, electricians and other craftsmen  
   abroad
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    PHYSIS

Will provide a training center for physical, artistic and musical activities, available to residents 24 hours a day, where they will be able to practice various activities meant to improve their health as well as their physical and mental well-being.

The tourist who comes to our town may use this center and its facilities free of any charge and, while looking for a place to stay, may use the center’s Teachers lodgings as a guest.

Grains of sand and infinite drops of water make deserts and oceans, so if you too will cooperate with a minimal contribution you will help FRIENDS’ growth.

Accounts numbers: 

-Post office 


  

-Bank        ITA   BBAN         G      08503      41550      001001150847 

                                                                     (CIN)   (ABI)      (CAB)        (CONTO)

                  EUR   IBAN     IT62  G085   0341  5500   0100   1150  847

                  Codice  BIC     ICRAITRRDZ0 






“FRIENDS” PROJECT






    INTRODUCTION

A “heartfelt” project usually originates from practical or humanitarian requirements, from the need to add elements which, based on the principle of “action-reaction”, will determine positive changes in a situation full of gaps and stationary.  The idea of this project started  from the need to fill-in two gaps in our town.  One  was evidenced  in the last few years, the other since the early seventies: 1)lack of socially prone and friendly associations with long-term programs; 2)lack of new incentives for those Mola citizens  who moved to other national Regions or abroad.


The less dynamic life style  in the past allowed everybody more time to dedicate to friends, relatives or neighbors who, on the other hand, felt free to ask for help in case of need, without useless hesitations or scruples of any sort.  The friend, the relative or the neighbor provided  whatever that household  needed, contributed to the education of the children, helped the illiterates to read or write, handled daily chores and ran errands, there were even those who breast-fed other couples’ children.  Such altruism or general sense of helping others almost “natural” and instinctive, is entirely missing nowadays.


Life today, both within the family and  at work, is full of commitments and deadlines and we have lost the sense of help that each of us is able to supply but also in need to receive from others; that is the reason why today we feel the need to have someone who can take care of us and of our daily chores when we are unable to do so personally.


There are many in Mola di Bari  who would not know whom to turn to in case of need and it is for this reason that it can, it “must” be possible to establish a “friendly association” which one can rely upon and turn to whenever necessary.


Not only in our town there are no such associations, but we also lack structures  which may stimulate, incite and encourage  not only the tourist but  also the local residents of Mola di Bari and above all  people who were “forced” to leave, but still feel for  Mola. We, therefore, lack associations which may spur new enthusiasm.


Today, those emigrants and their families return to Mola to visit friends and relatives, but when these will be gone forever, their contacts in town will also disappear and their love for Mola alone will not be sufficient to give them the necessary enthusiasm to come back for the holidays and summer vacations.


It is most necessary to create  the basis in order to  give them good reasons to return to Mola, establish new contacts to continue and perhaps perpetuate the link with those abroad, with whomever needs friends ready to welcome them or, on the other hand, allow our youngsters  to have the proper contacts to satisfy their need to leave for new or additional work experiences.  These objectives could be reached only if a group of friends decided to work together, stubbornly and persistently, to accomplish a project to which dedicate time, expectations and above all their “heart”.

“FRIENDS” PROJECT

                                AIMS AND STRUCTURE OF THE ASSOCIATION

“Friends” Association, by means of  voluntary operators and a coop organization, both funded by  “Friends” itself, intends to establish a call center to furnish  two synergetic services:

1) “Friendly Number”:  a service which would perform the following tasks:

-
take someone to the post office, banks,  doctors offices or places which cannot be reached by public transportation (i.e. rural areas, supermarkets, gyms, schools, cinemas, etc.)

-
per relevant instructions, run errands of common routine (pick-up prescriptions from personal doctor’s office, purchase medicines from the drugstore, pay bills. daily shopping, etc.) in case an associated friend lies in a state of physical inability due to permanent or temporary disease;

-
take a relative visiting our town to the airport or  train station in case the hosting relative or friend does not have the possibility to do so;

-
provide emergency car in case of own car’s failure and consequent impossibility to continue the trip to one’s own  or nearby town;

-
contact plumbers, electricians, carpenters and other craftsmen on week days and above all on holidays (on the eve of each holiday the Association will obtain the telephone numbers of all the craftsmen who will be in town and available to render their services);

-
give courage, suggestions and support in situations of emotional anxiety.

2) “Together in the world” would be aimed at promoting, independently or even in                                  cooperation with other groups, institutions and public or private organizations, studies and experimental events on topics linked to arts, sports, philosophy, literature, science, education and culture at large of local and international interest.

The call center will contact any party in the world to pursue the following programs:

-
organize annual exhibitions of art (painting, drawing, photography, music), sports and other fields;

· contact the associated member abroad to supply him with news of cultural and social events in Mola, book hotels, bed&breakfast or private lodgings for his stay in Mola anytime of the year;

· assist  youngsters and families who wish to go abroad or anywhere in Italy, but do not know whom to contact or where to stay;

· use the internet  to send e-mails or communicate with a relative who is far away by web-camera;

· prepare photo albums with many pictures of Mola and old classroom photos.

ORGANIZATION OF THE CALL CENTER

The call center will be available 24 hours a day throughout the entire year thanks to voluntary operators and members of a coop organization who will be adequately equipped and thus be 100% available to answer the calls of the associated friends any time during the day.  Whenever “idle”, the operators  will acquire information abroad, will contact the associated friend who is far away and will research new projects which the Association will endeavor to accomplish.


The working shifts will be fixed by the operators themselves on a weekly basis; the coop organization will work in synergy with the voluntary staff.  The operators will avail themselves of an internet site which will include all the information regarding  “Friends”, its current activities and projects and the procedure to follow in order to have access to the services it supplies.


The operators, each with his own professional skill or artistic trend, must represent a numerical element which will  guarantee the proper performance of the services/activities of “Friends”  without generating conflicts or interferences that can  jeopardize the quality of the work and the friendly atmosphere within the organization.


The cooperation of each operator with “Friends” will be continuos, without any chronogical longitudinal termination, which means that such cooperation will have a prefixed duration and termination time; however each operator will be able to cooperate for as long as he wishes.


If the operator intends to end his cooperation, his “resignations” must be advised six months in advance (except for urgent cases which compel to give a shorter notice), which is the necessary time required  to replace him with another  operator with similar qualifications and skills.



USERS OF THE SERVICES OFFERED BY “FRIENDS”


Whoever wishes to become an Associated Friend  will be able to use the “Friendly Number” and  “Together in the world” services.  To become an Associated Friend one must pay a yearly quota as a donation meant to  support “Friends; simultaneously he must also address a request to this effect to the Managing Committee. This new supporting Member will thus be classified on a web page in order to let him be acquainted with all the other Members using the same services of “Friends”; if possible, however, the operators will answer his calls and satisfy his requests, even if he is not yet classified as a new Member.


ECONOMIC STRUCTURE AND FUNDS RAISING


In the initial stage of its activity “Friends” will not be supported by any grant allocated by the Administrations of the City, Province  or Region: it is first necessary that “Friends” actually operates, thus demonstrating the need for its existence on the territory.

The Association’s funds will be raised  thanks to the annual fees paid by its associated members and to free donations and contribution of the citizens; hence  it will be able to cover  expenses required to start its activity such as:  purchase computers and ancillary material and equipment, “Friends” own vehicles and  cover expenses to hold annual exhibitions in the fields of art, sports and culture.

Members of the staff who will want to attend courses in general or obtain university degrees specifically connected to the activities of the Association (languages, sociology, psychology, philosophy, painting, photography, etc.) could apply for grants which will be assigned if the economic situation will allow it.

“Friends” will never  hold cash because all the incoming and outgoing transactions will be made through  bank or post office accounts.

Should the Association be dissolved, its assets will be sold and the relevant proceeds will be donated to charity organizations or to anybody who is realistically in state of need.  Each associated member and voluntary operator will be informed in detail of the actual economic situation of the Association.

HOW TO PROMOTE AND INTRODUCE “FRIENDS” ASSOCIATION


Members will talk about the “Friends” project to relatives, friends, co-workers and neighbors; they will write down the names of those who intend to join as associated friends and the addresses of their relatives abroad for further contacts.    


Meetings will be arranged with representatives of  the local clergy, schools, third-age university, choir academy and professionals (doctors, lawyers, craftsmen, enterprisers, farmers and seamen).







STAFF SUPPLEMENTARY ACTIVITIES

To secure an excellent performance of the  activity within the Association, the voluntary operators will be encouraged to attend English courses and gym classes of Judo, Yoga, Tai Chi, etc.

“Friends” commits to organize such training activities with the cooperation of experts. 

(For further details refer to the Articles of Association.) 

SUGGESTIONS TO  STAFF

In order to obtain the status of voluntary operator within the Association it is necessary to be minimum 16 years old, have time to dedicate to the project and, most of all, have the required personality features such as altruism and love for all the things which surround us. 

Prior to being other people’s friend, the Association should be its own friend and take good care of the people it contacts, therefore it must improve the personality and natural characteristics  of  its staff.

For these reasons all the operators will be encouraged to practice either Judo or Taj Chi or Hata Yoga twice a week.

The site where such activities will be practiced will be opened from 7am to midnight and available to all those citizens who will wish to use it, free of any charge whatsoever.

For this project the Association has already secured the free services of Mr. Nichi Ruggieri for Taj Chi and Mr. Antonio Castellana for Judo.

An “English House” will also be set-up to allow the operators to improve their knowledge of the language and thus the quality of their cooperation.

In order to make this “course” a happy experience, perhaps it could be held together with a film essay, or listening to music, or reading poetry, or even cookery.

DEDICATED TO THE “FRIENDLY NUMBER”

When could I need to dial the “Friendly Number”

-
I am home alone and  realize that there is a water problem in the toilet or in the kitchen and I am unable to stop the water flow.

My condominium  supervisor is absent and I cannot trace my relatives: what can I do?

· It is almost a week that I have a flue and nobody can do the shopping or collect the prescriptions from my doctor. 

Whom can I turn to?

· It is late at night and I realize that I lack drinkable water.  The store is closed by now and my neighbor is asleep. 

Who could “take the pain” to bring me a bottle of water? 

· After an evening out with my friends I return home tired and eager to go to bed.  Just in front of my door I realize that I miss my keys. 

How and where can I find a blacksmith at such late hour? 

· Like every other morning I go to work by car.  I am by now far away from home and the car stops.  All my friends are on vacation and unavailable. 

Whom can I call? 

· I am not in Mola and have missed the last morning bus/train to take me back; it is raining and the next bus/train leaves at 4pm! 

Whom do I turn to?

“Friends” is available, it  is always available!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

DEDICATED TO “TOGETHER IN THE WORLD”

What can be accomplished to develop  the project “Mola in the World”?

and

How to improve our hometown?

I
Sessions of Alternative Medicine: “Take care of the body by eating correctly and doing proper exercises”

II
Art exhibitions  held in cooperation with the local Fine Arts Academy: drawing, panting and photography.  Each piece of art could be associated with a philosophic or poetic thought of the author thus linking literature to art.

III
Meetings-confrontations with Third-Age Universities around the world held in cooperation with the local Third-age University.

IV
Meetings-confrontations with Choirs around the world in cooperation with the local Choir Academy. 

V
Meetings-confrontations with musical instruments students around the world in cooperation with piano, guitar and other musical instruments teachers.

VI
Meetings-confrontations with sports, oriental disciplines and martial arts students around the world in cooperation with relevant local trainers.

WHILE WAITING FOR INCOMING CALLS, “FRIENDS” STAFF WILL BE ABLE TO DEDICATE TIME TO THE REALIZATION OF THESE “TOGETHER IN THE WORLD” PROJECTS, IN COOPERATION WITH ALL THE OTHER ASSOCIATIONS IN MOLA WHICH WILL HENCE  USE “FRIENDS” EQUIPMENT AND STAFF.

 “FRIENDS” BOOK COLLECTIONS PROJECT 

I

Drafts of the photo books “IMAGES & THOUGHTS” dedicated to   Mola photographers: Mr. Giuseppe Brunetti and Mr. Antonio Saponara, which contain their best photos.  “Friends” already has the photos and the two authors’ approval as to their use.

The aim of the project is to protect  this artistic heritage which could otherwise go lost.


Both:

-
the Critic of Arts Prof. Valeria Nardulli, for her part, 

and

-
Prof. Michele Calabrese,  who will comment on the timing, the subjects and the locations of the photos,

will work on Mr. Antonio Saponara’s photo book;

while:

- 
the Critic of Arts Prof. Giuseppe Alario, for his part,

and

-
Prof. Sebastiano Roca, who will comment on the  timing, the subjects and the locations of the photos,

will work on Mr. Giuseppe Brunetti’s photo book.

Prof. Vito Tanzi has spoken his availability to present the second issue of “IMAGES & THOUGHTS” which is planned for  2009, while  Prof. Francesco Mannarini will write the introductory note.

The above drafts will be presented  to the Administrations of Mola,  Province and Region as well as to photography and fine arts academies around the world, Mola clubs in New York, Brooklyn, Chicago, Toronto and to other relevant groups and entities.

For such purpose we have contacted the following prominent representatives of our community: Prof. Vito Tanzi, Judge Mike Pesce, Prof. Nicola Tribuzio, Mr. Pasquale Caputo, who have  appreciated this project and hope it will succeed.

For future editions of such book collections we have contacted Prof. Vito Tanzi in the USA, Doctor Pietro Gallo, Doctor Pasquale Martinelli, Father Giovanni Pedone,  sea Captain Ambrogio Muscatelli and others.

II
Drafts of the artistic  books “IMAGES & THOUGHTS” dedicated to  the works of  Mola painters. 

This project will have the same aims as those described above for the photo collections.


Accordingly, we have contacted Mr. Sandro Conti and Mr. Nicola Morea who have already given their verbal agreement to supply the files of their works.


For future editions of such book collections we have contacted the following artists: Franco Mannarini, Nicola Pinto, Ido Maggi, Giuseppe Pesce, Francesca Palazzo, Chiara De Perte, Giovanna Pulito, Anna Maria Ventura, Nicola Ruggiero, Giuseppe Caprio, Michele Pontrelli, Vito Battista Quirico Mura, Pino Ressa, Leonardo Porcelli, Rossella Andriani, Nunzia Scarpelli, Mariella Scarpelli, Nicoletta Scarpelli,  Rossana Chiarappa and others.

We estimate that the realization of such book collections will provide “Friends”  with 

such amount of contributions enough for running its activity.

(A draft of the above 4 books will be submitted for approval before their final print).

INTERNET

How can one contact “Friends”, or obtain  news, up-dated information, dates of meetings and events?

The set-up of a web site allows:

· to learn how to become a Member Friend of “Friends” Association;

· to learn the dates on which meetings, exhibitions and other projects of the Association will be held;

· to make reservations of B&B, hotels, or private lodgings for one’s stay in Mola di Bari;

· to obtain the names and contact details of other members and friends around the world;

· to look at  photo and artistic books issued each year by the Association;

· to look at  old classroom pictures supplied  by Mola members and non-members to identify one self or relatives;

· to send e-mails in order to receive and give news of relatives and friends far away;

· to be linked to the “Friends” forum which consists of one or more web pages where to convey messages which everybody can read or comment; in other words, a virtual place where to confront and exchange information and requests (above all for those who are elsewhere  and wish to express their  feelings as citizens of the world living away from home);

· to learn how to make donations which will be used to support “Friends” daily activity and the realization of new  projects;

· to learn  how to  connect to  the “Friends” chat link in order to talk to a relative or a friend who is away (each member friend will be provided with a password);

Those who will prefer not to have a password will be able to talk through a web cam also provided by “Friends”.

Many are the possibilities which “Friends” can offer to its Member Friends, or to who believes in this project, or hopes in its success, or is still reluctant or skeptical  about it.

“Friends” will be built  on the idea that “to give” does not depend upon “having received” because love cannot be asked for:  we give love  and thus receive love.
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